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Work insurance
beneficial to all
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the prospect of a full recovery remains dim. As far as the out-

bound industry is concerned, the market performed slightly
better than expected over Christmas, registering decreases of about
10-20% in group traveller number; but the depressing situation of the in-
bound industry has shown no signs of abating: the number of mainland
tours continued to plunge by 90% and the overall visitor arrivals were
likely to drop by about 50%.

Despite the stern situation confronting the trade, many people
have given it a helping hand, for which | would like to express gratitude
on behalf of the industry. Members of the industry have been greatly en-
couraged by the Crunch Time Instant Relief Fund programme set up by
the Li Ka Shing Foundation to offer up to HK$50,000 instant relief funding
to SME travel agents, and the Travel Agents Incentive Scheme launched
by the Government to grant up to HK$60,000 cash incentives to all travel
agents. Enhancement measures to the inbound component of the incen-
tive scheme were introduced on 20 December to facilitate members.

The Government announced on 23 December that a Green Life-
style Local Tour Incentive Scheme will be rolled out in January next
year in order to support the travel and related industries, encourage
local citizens to get close to nature and give a boost to the local econ-
omy. Licensed travel agents organising local tours that satisfy specified
conditions will be offered HK$100 for each participant of such tours, with
a cap on 500 participants, which means a maximum of HK$50,000. The
scheme is administered by the TIC and details will be announced later.

The purpose of launching the work insurance schemes for tour
escorts and tourist guides is to enable them to be covered by either
employees’ compensation insurance or work insurance while perform-
ing their duties. After close to one year’s preparation, the TIC issued
the relevant directives in September this year, which will take effect in
January next year. Some trade unions, however, expressed concern in
early December, saying they had overlooked the term “self-employed”
during the consultation process. The TIC's Board of Directors therefore
replaced the term “self-employed” with “freelance”, leaving the basic
requirements of the work insurance, effective dates, etc unchanged (see
“Council Bulletin™). As work insurance is good for tour escorts, tourist
guides and travel agents, let's hope every party will take account of the
overall interests of the industry. [

Q s protests appear to have moderated recently but not ceased,

Alice Chan



