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Leveraging local tourism resources

Bk % R Hong Kong Tourism Board
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The Hong Kong Tourism Board (HKTB) will join efforts with the trade to showcase another

attractive side of local tourism.
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he wealth of unique and diverse travel experiences Hong Kong

has to offer makes the city particularly enticing as a travel des-
tination. This year, the HKTB has a strong line-up of new initiatives
in place to leverage local tourism resources to boost visitor arrivals.
Moreover, the HKTB will continue to strengthen support to the
travel trade through a number of programmes to help create new
business opportunities.

Visitors often love to experience the local culture of a city they are visit-
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The “Old Town Central” programme covers a neighbourhood bounded by Wyndham Street to the east,
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ing. In Hong Kong, each district has its unique culture and characteris-
tics, which appeal to many visitors. In late April, the HKTB launched
a brand-new promotional programme named “Old Town Central”,
under which we repackaged some of the remarkable tourism hotspots
in Central and Sheung Wan. To provide visitors with a new perspec-
tive when exploring this area, five themed walking routes have been
designed to highlight the historical architecture and landmarks, arts
and culture, dining outlets, lifestyle boutiques, etc.

The HKTB has been working with its trade partners to promote
guided tours, focusing on the richness of Central, and has engaged local
celebrities, as well as long-time expats, to introduce the district’s charms
and hidden gems through PR campaigns and
digital platforms, encouraging visitors to ex-
plore Hong Kong’s unique living culture and
local characteristics in depth.

The HKTB has published a booklet
titled “Self-guided Walks in the Heart of
Hong Kong”, which provides visitors with
an in-depth guide to each suggested route.
The guidebook is available for visitors at the
HKTB'’s Visitor Centres and on its official
website at www.discoverhongkong.com.

“Old Town Central” is an evergreen
promotional programme, and new ele-
ments will be added to it in the future.
The HKTB plans to adopt this concept in
other districts in Hong Kong. We earnestly
hope that our friends from the travel trade
will help promote this new programme and
roll out more products to introduce the mag-
nificent tourism hotspots in this district to
visitors from around the world.

Caine Road to the south, Possession Street to the west and Queen’s Road Central to the north. A group of
celebrities have supported the programme by introducing the charms and hidden gems of the district to

visitors.
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Hong Kong’s beautiful natural landscapes
appeal to many visitors. The HKTB has been
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actively promoting the rich green tourism resources the city has to offer,
such as the Hong Kong UNESCO Global Geopark, hiking trails, outly-
ing islands and biking routes through the Great Outdoors Hong Kong
platform.

In 2017-18, the HKSAR Government granted HK$5 million to
the HKTB to launch a pilot scheme to enhance green tourism pro-
motion, which will allow the HKTB to provide funding support
for the travel trade in order to encourage the development of more
diversified, in-depth green tourism products.

The HKTB sincerely hopes that our trade partners will take this
opportunity to participate in the scheme and develop more in-depth
green tourism products to open up new business opportunities and en-
rich the visitor experience.

Hong Kong is well-known as the events capital of Asia. Throughout the
year, we have an array of colourful events, ranging from festive celebra-
tions to thrilling sports and outdoor activities. These exciting happen-
ings draw many visitors to the city. This year, the HKTB will further
enhance the city’s mega events by injecting new elements to enrich
the programmes and broaden the promotional scale.
In addition to the Hong Kong Dragon Boat Carnival held in early
June, new elements celebrating the 20th anniversary of the establish-
ment of the HKSAR will be
introduced to the Hong Kong
Wine & Dine Festival and Hong
Kong Cyclothon, and the pro-
motional scale will be further
upgraded. The HKTB will also
strengthen support for events
held by other organisations, such
as the Hong Kong Sevens and the
FIA Formula E Hong Kong ePrix.
We hope our friends from
the travel trade will also recom-
mend these exciting events to
visitors or include them in visitors’ itineraries to encourage more visitors to
experience these fun-filled events in Hong Kong.

The HKTB would like to take this opportunity to extend our sincere
gratitude to the HKSAR Government and the tourism sector for their
staunch support over the years. We will continue to work closely with
our trade and Government partners to promote the city’s timeless ap-
peal to visitors and showcase the rich local characteristics to consolidate
Hong Kong’s position as a preferred travel destination in the region and
to open up new business opportunities. [ji



