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fter years of preparation, the Travel Industry Bill is now examined

by the Legislative Council. When the Bill is passed, the regula-
tory regime that has been in place for 30 years will be drastically
changed. Given the huge impact on the industry and its members
to be brought about by the changes, it is natural that there are dif-
ferent views among different parties. It is strongly hoped that
everyone will calmly listen to what others have to say, patiently
work out solutions acceptable to all and genuinely strive for the
long-term benefit of the travel agent industry.

Although the China inbound market has turned around this year,
problems related to inbound tours from the mainland have continued
to crop up one after another, which is troubling. For many years, the TIC
has spent huge resources regulating this market, but there are still areas
beyond its reach for a lack of statutory power. When the Travel Indus-
try Authority is established under the Travel Industry Ordinance, it
will not only be empowered by law, but also have more resources
than the TIC, thus ensuring its success in properly regulating this
market.

I wish to congratulate the four fellow traders on their election as
directors at the Annual General Meeting held on 30 November. It is
hoped that all of the novice and veteran directors on the new Board
of Directors will work closely and devotedly for the TIC because
in the coming few years the TIC will have to continue its self-reg-
ulatory work and prepare its transformation to a trade association.
With a legion of complicated matters waiting to be resolved, the as-
sistance of directors is most needed in many matters.

Having served as Executive Director for 20 years, I wish to
thank again each colleague at the Executive Office, who has given
me full support during the period. I wish also to express my sincere
gratitude again to the TIC’s Board of Directors and committees, and
such government departments as the Tourism Commission and the
Travel Agents Registry for their continuous backing over the years.
When I retire in late December, Mrs Alice Chan, who has been Deputy
Executive Director for more than 20 years, will take up the post of Execu-
tive Director, and I have no doubt that she will make a competent head
of the Executive Office. Finally, may I wish every member thriving busi-
ness, and the travel industry and the TIC a better future.

JosephTung



