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While you may want to buy souvenirs on your journey, some
products should not be on the shopping list.
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bout one million species of animals and plants are
Acurrently threatened with extinction, with many pro-

jected to become extinct within the next few decades.
Findings from WWF’s Living Planet Report show that unsustain-
able human activities are causing the variety of life and wildlife
populations across the globe to decline at alarming rates — 60%
in less than 50 years.

There are less than 3,900 tigers left in the wild, and over
35,000 elephants are killed each year. Pangolins are now the
most illegally trafficked animal in the world, with over 20 tonnes
of pangolins and scales being illegally trafficked each year.
While the body parts of tigers, rhinoceros and pangolins are used
in traditional Chinese medicine, there is no scientific proof of
their effectiveness. If this level of killing continues, these species
could be extinct within the next decade.

Encouragingly, China has imposed laws to protect these
endangered species. Carrying wildlife products into China is now
punishable by a maximum penalty of life imprisonment and Hong
Kong’s penalty for a similar offence is up to 10 years’ imprison-
ment and a fine of HK$10,000,000. We can all be a responsible
traveller by being
mindful of what we buy
on our journey.

WWEF is now part-
nering with the World
Travel & Tourism Coun-
cil to drive industry
action. If you are in-
terested in being part
of this, please contact

ktam@wwf.org.hk. [ifd
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