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Executive Director’'s Message

ith a recent injection of government funding to the tune
W of HK$30 million, the Pilot Information Technology De-

velopment Matching Fund Scheme for Travel Agents,
which was rolled out two years ago and which has already ben-
efited over 100 SME travel agents, is enabled to bring benefits
to more such agents. Two projects will be eligible for approval if
either one is about e-levy or cybersecurity in this new round of
funding, whose requirements are basically the same as the last
one (see Circular C1736 for details).

The e-levy system was fully launched on 1 June, with its many ad-
vantages given in Circular C1728. Regarding levy matters, the TIC has
learnt from the Government that the Travel Agents Ordinance does not
prohibit travel agents from recovering the cost of levy payments from
customers. A directive governing how members may recover it will be is-
sued on 13 July, and its details will be revealed at the briefing scheduled
for 12 July (see Circular C1739).

Apart from the HK$30 million funding, the Government has allocat-
ed extra funding to the TIC for the establishment of a web-based tourism
resource platform covering countries and places along the Belt and Road
and cities in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Bay Area, and for the
organisation of three large-scale delegations to Bay Area cities, the first
one to depart on 26 July and return on 28 July. The TIC has successfully
applied for subsidy from the SME Development Fund to implement a
new project aimed at assisting SME outbound agents in enhancing ser-
vice innovation and value creation.

Two or three years later, the Travel Industry Authority will take over
the regulatory functions from the TIC, which then will have to tackle its
greatest challenge since establishment: how to continue to develop and
prosper in its changed roles as a trade association with no self-regulatory
functions to perform? There are quite a number of difficulties awaiting
the TIC, including its future functions, source of income, relations with
members and other related parties, etc. To ensure that members and
other stakeholders will be thoroughly consulted and the final plan prac-
ticable and feasible, the TIC has decided to commission a professional
consultancy firm for the task. It is hoped that preliminary results will be

available next year. il
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