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n 7 December 2018, Mr Jason Wong was re-elected Chair-
O man of the TIC for a term of three years until 2021. Coin-

cidentally, the Travel Industry Ordinance was gazetted on
the same day, which has since become law and will take full effect in
about two years. In other words, Mr Wong will, during his tenure, lead
the TIC in its transformation from a self-regulatory organisation to a
trade association. | congratulate him on his re-election, and believe
he will live up to the high expectations of members.

The commissioning of the Hong Kong Section of the Guang-
zhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong High Speed Rail and the Hong Kong-
Zhuhai-Macao Bridge in September and October will bring a wealth of
opportunities to Hong Kong’s outbound and inbound industries, with
the Bridge to bring more immediate and noticeable benefits. Whereas
outbound tours heading for the mainland via the Bridge are on
the rise, inbound tours coming here from the opposite direction
are surging more substantially, pushing up the total number of
mainland inbound tours in November and December by 20-30%.
As the various arrangements for the Bridge, however, were yet
to be ready when it was opened to traffic, the residents in Tung
Chung were somewhat affected, which was largely resolved
thanks to the concerted efforts of many.

In the past few years, large numbers of tour groups from the
mainland have visited such places as Hung Hom, To Kwa Wan and
Kowloon City, causing overcrowding, traffic congestion and hygiene
and noise problems, followed by complaint after complaint. Much as
the TIC has kept urging agents, guides and shops to reduce any nui-
sance caused by tour groups to the local communities, and has reg-
ularly discussed with the District Council, the Tourism Commission,
the Transport Department, the Police Force, etc for various solutions,
the problems can hardly be totally resolved as the roads are narrow,
ancillary transport facilities are inadequate, vehicles and people are
numerous, but the power of the TIC is limited.

The TIC will of course continue to strive to tackle the problems,
but the tourism industry will continue to grow, and so will the tour
groups from the mainland. No single solution to the problems is thus
possible, nor can they be resolved at one go. What is needed instead
is continuous effort, combined with patience and perseverance. it
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