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The international convention
vital to the future of tourism

SRRk RERASEMERIELRIRERMAM -
The Hong Kong International Tourism Convention points the
direction for future development of Hong Kong tourism.

A FIFEZ Staff reporter
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Convention.

O ITHREME A B L L TERIBH RS
The Chief Executive, Mrs Carrie Lam,
delivers an opening address at the

he first-ever international convention focus-
Ting on the huge potential for tourism made

possible by the Belt and Road (B&R) Ini-
tiative and the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area (Greater Bay Area) was suc-
cessfully held on 12 December this year. The
Hong Kong International Tourism Convention,
jointly organised by the Hong Kong Government,
the Hong Kong Tourism Board and the TIC, provid-
ed a premier platform for participants from around
the world to exchange views on leveraging the
vast tourism potential of the B&R Initiative and the
Greater Bay Area development.

Themed “Leveraging Belt and Road Initiative
& Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay
Area Development”, the Convention attracted over
1,000 government officials, representatives of tour-
ism authorities and trade members from the nine
mainland cities of the Greater Bay Area, Macao and a number of main-
land provinces, as well as 34 countries, including the B&R countries.

The Chief Executive of Hong Kong, Mrs Carrie Lam, delivered an
opening address at the Convention, followed by addresses from Mem-
ber of the Leadership of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of China,
Mr Yu Qun; the Vice Governor of Guangdong Province, Mr Xu Ruish-
eng; the Secretary for Social Affairs and Culture of Macao, Dr Alexis
Tam; and the Executive Director of the World Tourism Organisation, Mr
Zhu Shanzhong.

Following the opening session were two plenary sessions, mod-
erated by Bloomberg TV Anchor Ms Yvonne Man. The first one was
about the implications of the B&R Initiative on the development of inter-
national tourism and how to leverage its opportunities, with speakers
including the Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development,
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Mr Edward Yau; the Founder of Lvmama and Chair-
man of Joyu Group, Mr Hong Qinghua; the Chairman
of the Board of the Ocean Park Corporation, Mr Leo
Kung; and the Chairman of Cathay Pacific Airways
Limited, Mr John Slosar.

The second plenary session focused on the
relationship between the development of the Greater
Bay Area and regional and international tourism and
how to develop the Greater Bay Area into a world-
class tourism cluster. The speakers included the
Director General of the Department of Culture and
Tourism of Guangdong Province, Mr Wang Yiyang;
the Director of the Macao Government Tourism Of-
fice, Ms Maria Helena de Senna Fernandes; the Ex-
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The TIC's Chairman, Mr Jason Wong (second from right), and Executive ) ) )
Director, Mrs Alice Chan (second from left), welcome participants of the ecutive Director of the Hong Kong Tourism Board, Mr

Convention. Anthony Lau; the President and Managing Director,

Asia Pacific of the Walt Disney Parks and Resorts,

EETETHANMATE o E—EESER Mr Michael Colglazier; the Chief Executive Officer of the West Kow-
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I N o e loon Cultural District Authority, Mr Duncan Pescod; and the Associate
Bi L BRENERIRERRRNES Dean and Chair Professor of Tourism, and Mr and Mrs Chan Chak Fu

DIRRILZIAIEE S - TERERRBEN Professor in International Tourism of the School of Hotel and Tourism
REXEREREIBIELE - BEIEHEAITE AN Management of the Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Professor Song
SREEBEEEEEAL S EARARE Haiyan. After the two plenary sessions, a keynote luncheon was held,

N L at which the Financial Secretary, Mr Paul Chan, delivered a speech.
ERIMIORLLE BERTERATER oy o aspeecn.
Apart from the Convention on 12 December, a series of local visit

PR - programmes to tourism attractions and infrastructures were arranged
EEFWIREMEN AL @R & & from 11 to 13 December for the guests in order to show them the op-

R EERENEE  UEREEE A portunities brought by Hong Kong'’s connectivity.
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Over 1,000 people are present at the Convention, with multi-lingual simultaneous
interpretation services provided.
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